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as citizens?   There is no other source from which they can de-
rive a just notion of their duties than the enjoyment of the
rights from which they arise."

I then pointed out the inconsistencies and danger of re-
strictions of the suffrage on arbitrary grounds in their effect
upon the conduct of political parties, reaching these conclu-
sions :

" Another danger for the safety of our institutions, and
perhaps the most formidable one, arises from the general pro-
pensity of political parties and public men to act on a policy of
mere expediency, and to sacrifice principle to local and tempo-
rary success. And here let me address a solemn appeal to the
consciences of those with whom I am proud to struggle side
by side against human thraldom.

" You hate kingcraft, and you would sacrifice your for-
tunes and your lives in order to prevent its establishment on the
soil of this Republic. But let me tell you that the rule of polit-
ical parties which sacrifices principle to expediency is no less
dangerous, no less disastrous, no less aggressive, of no less des-
potic a nature, than the rule of monarchs. Do not indulge in
the illusion that in order to make a government free and liberal,
the only thing necessary is to make it elective. When a polit-
ical party in power, however liberal their principles may be,
have once adopted the policy of knocking down their opponents
instead of voting them down, there is an end of justice and
equal rights. The history of the world shows no example of a
more arbitrary despotism than that exercised by the party
which ruled the National Assembly of France in the bloodiest
days of the great French Revolution. I will not discuss here
what might have been done, and what not, in those times of a
fearful crisis; but I will say that they tried to establish libertyf-government, independently exer-
